
Is Warned Against False Sense of Security
Republic, by
IgnoringPerils,
May Yet Fall

Military Invulnerability
Called a Misnomer in

f Land That'Still Stands as

| "Babe" Among Nations

fMany Narrow Escapes
[Americanization Through

the Medium of Education
'-¦¦ Is Proposed as Safeguard

I To the Editor of The Tribune.
| Sir: For generations the American
I people have basked in the sunshine of
; a false sense of security in regard to

| their country and its magnificent in-jI stitutions. The apparent sublime faith
*

in the infallibility and perpetuity of
\ our civic contributions to mankind, asi

í exemplified by the Declaration of In-
; dependence and the Constitution of the
¦. United States, is equalled only by the
|-stupendous folly of the persistent be¬
lief in the military invulnerability of
our Republic. Thistframe of mind has
become so characteristic that it is
sometimes hailed by those pf little

: vision as the "spirit of America" and
1 is, unfortunately, often regarded abroad
j as braggadocio.

But what basis have we for this sub-
* lime faith? Are we not still a "babe
in arms" in the history of nations? Is

'. our national existence of 140 years so
*

devoid of warnings and narrow cs-

capes, both from without and within,
as to warrant such confidence?
And, militarily, is not our history

down to this very hour a series of ter-
* ribly costly experiences resulting from
\ the unheeded lessons of the past? No,
there is no logical reason for this
strange tenacious delusion of security

'. and invulnerability.
Nature's law of the survival of the

' fittest is immutable and it determines
the fate of nations. The conception of
our form of government was a magnif¬
icent experiment. It was launched and
received initial impetus by those

j master minds that conceived it. It
must continue to be nourished from

£ a never ending course of appreciative,
| liberty-loving people. Why have we

¡in awakening of the national viril¬
ity only in war-time when there are

\ twenty years of peace to one of war?
( Simply because no definite and com-
: prehensive policy to Americanize our
i citizenry ever has been promulgated.

Americanization should be .the- most
important plank in the coming Repub-

; lican platform. The party will do
Ï well to recognize this and realize that

it can be accomplished only through
; education under Federal supervision,
making compulsory a Imowledge of our

? language, our form of government and
5 insistence upon the recognition of the
t principle of service to the state as
- an honor in addition to being the
\ paramount duty of citizenship.
* Under present conditions probably
"10 per cent of our citizens d-o most

:Tf>{ the thinking and mold the opin¬
ions of the remainder. The privilege
-and duty of franchise is treated too
indifferently and often wholly neg-

i^-tücted. All manner of subterfuge is
presorted to in defrauding the govern-
-nient of its revenues and the evasion
of jury duty is a common occurrence.

.';Yet what right have such offenders.
kfocace slackers.to complain of eondi-
lions in a representative form of gov¬ernment in which they refuse to "pull
their own weight in the boat"?

Until conditions are materially im¬
proved we will never be even par-)* "tially justified in our present ("In God

: .Wo Trust") faith in the security of
.his beloved land. A. G. JUDD.

'Action. Not Words*
Advocated in Fight
To Win World Trade

V To the Editor of The Tribune.
! Sir: The Republican Administration
¡/¿always has stood for the protective
>: tariff, which has secured and insured a
';'¡reasonable profit for American produce.The stabilizing effect of trade has been
"unrecognized through history as a power-! ful factor in the successful reconstruc¬
tion of any country.
»' It lias been vividly demonstrated by", the Russian revolution and by the
'Socialistic upheaval in Germany that
the time has come for action, not for

', words. In the last four years words
t>have so often substituted for deeds
! thai the words themselves have lost
«their original meaning.

The Republican party must secure
; thiough its usual policies the rights of
. domestic and foreign trade. This can
?.'.only be accomplished by intelligent or-
J.gani/.ation of national and interna-
« tional commerce. America has been
grrthe nation least affected by the war.' Consequently a large responsibility
- rests on the government, ethically, po-\ ifittcally and financially. This is not
: only an unprecedented opportunity forI improving and enlarging our own trade,
; ..but it is also a channel through which
»;Ave can promote rational ideas of! democracy and ultimately restore order5 to a chaotic world.

ELEANOR WHITING.
v.

Ig| Let Patriotism Govern
The Republican Party

To the Editor of The Tribune.
f*-ir: The Republican platform of

19-0 must expresa the party's creed
so clearly as to be incapable of
misunderstanding.
Neither craft, cowardice nor an

attempt to be all things to all men
can be tolerated, for this year, more
than ever, the voter demands ex-J tremely plain talk," entirely to the
point, and brevity itself.

"'Lafayette, we are here," is per-
haps the most eloquent speech ever
delivered at an immortal's tomb, and
its spirit should inspiro the Chi¬
cago convention.
The primal planks of the party

must be the restoration to our

f^JÍ" citizens of their ancient liberties,
Eg free from governmental interference

and the firm establishmant of the
. I principle of "the happiness of the
if greatest numbers," which alone

| should limit individual action in a

republic. R. B. ELWELL.
Móntela^*, N. J.
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To-Day's Prize Letter
"Bom" Rulé Must Be Abolished To Insure Party Success

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Once a man used to be ashamed to jump from

one party to another. Now it is a mark of virtue. Once
a loyal Republican meant a man who believed in certain
governmental principles. Now it seems to be a synonym
for narrowness and prejudice. Once a Presidential
aspirant got in the fight to determine the policies of
his own great party and constructively formulate them.
Now he adopts a policy of watchful waiting and calmly
announces that ho will run with the one which he likes
the best. We all glory in being independent voters.

To have enough independent votéis to serve notice to
all parties<that they may lose is a good thing. To glorify
the independent voter at the expenso of a party man is a

very dangerous thing. And when Mr. Hoover gains force
as a candidate upon the watchful waiting policy it is
about time that both great parties emphasize the fact
that ours is a party government and that all great democ¬
racies are. And there can be no parties without party
men.

' It was a fortunate thing for this country that, two
years ago, when one "Great Mind" asked all the other
minds to run along with it, a political party got most of
the other minds together and informed the one "Great
Mind" that it could not be done.

And right now those men who serve best and show

up best as Presidential timber are the men who definitely
lin» up with one or the other of the established parties
of American history. A real great man instead of leaving
.a party when it is a bit wrong will stay around to clean
things up. I am hoping that the Republican party will
invite those who think of leaving to stand by a while and
make the party what they think it should be.

In the mean time it may be well to note a possible
reason for so many independent votes. A cause for a

citizen giving up his party is that he soon comes to think
that as an individual he has very little control of what
his party does. A few bosses dictate. Year after year
the same few names are prominent in state committee
meetings. Tho only time the voter is made to feel at
all important is when he is personally asked to support a

program made by the bosses. So complete has this con¬

trol become that recently a member of the Legislature, on
an important committee, explained to mc his vote on the
expulsion of the Socialists by comparing the Speaker in
the Assembly to a captain and himself to a private in
the army.
Any party just now needs to impress the voter with

the importance of his influence with his party. And a

party as well as a government should be of, for and by
the people. j. L. E.

Victory Seen in
Platform Founded
On Social Reform

Pork Barrel Politics and
Waste Must Be Eliminated
From All Plans of the
Party to Obtain Results

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Platitudinous promises or prac¬

tical principles? Which make the best
platform for a progressive political
party ? i
Compare former Republican and 1

Democratic platforms point for point,
and it will be unmistakably clear that
they do not differ very materially in
the fundamental principles set forth.
Hitherto the platforms of the great
political parties have been too largely
devices for catching votes. The little
strength that the Socialist party has
been able to muster has been due in no

small part to the fact that it has at
least put forward a comprehensive pro¬
gram for social reform.a radically
unsound program, to be sure, but
nevertheless an actual program.
The war has changed the political

atmosphere. The American people will
not be fooled very long by mere plati¬
tudinous promises, however alluring
and attractive they may be. Progres¬
sives everywhere will welcome a plat¬
form built around practical principles1
of social reform. i
Let these principles be as conserva-

five as you please. True conservatism
is liberalism. It is the very antithesis
of all forms of extremism. Every ele-
ment of any considerable value in our
civilization is the product of exceed¬
ingly slow and gradual evolution.

If we were true to the spirt of our
Revolutionary fathers, would we tol-
cíate the pork-barrel politics and
wasteful extravagance and inefficiencythat now exist? Before national edu¬
cation can become the powerful bul¬
wark of our Americanism that it should
be this needless extravagance must be
curbed, we must have a budget system,
and we must make adequate financial
provisions for a new and comprehen¬sive system of national*education.
Consider merely the present tremen¬

dous economic waste resulting from
thousands and thousands of idle stu-
dents, fully capable of teaching elemen-
tary grades in their surplus time and
actually in need of such practical ex¬
perience; while at the same time many
of these identical elementary grados
are suffering from lack of teachers on
account of the general exodus from
this field. Here is a condition which
cries out for reform and which will
continue to be a menace to American-
ism until some great political party
comes to the rescue.

W. A. STREET.
600 West 122d Street.

Both Parties Expected
To Ignore Prohibition

Pleas Made for a Stand That
Will Embrace Policies Rather

Than a Man
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: When the Republican and
Democratic national conventions con-
vene to nominate candidates and to
formulate platforms the political and
governmental question of most vital
interest will no doubt be national pro-hibition.
Yet it is a safe prediction that nei-

ther platform will have a word to say
on the subject. This illustrates the
fundamental weakness and inefficiency
of party government as it has been de¬
veloped in our country. Political par-
ties, instead of advocating policies
which will be of benefit to the people,
merely seek issues which will command
votes.
"Notwithstanding the long history of

both the great parties, the many ques¬
tions they have advocated and put into
practice, it is an undeniable fuct that
issues have always been subordinated
either to men or to vote-getting plat¬
forms upon which these men might
stand.
Why should not the Republican party

assume that attitude now? If it, had
the courage to do that there are hun-
dreds of thousands of intelligent and
thinking men who would follow it.men
who are sick and tired of platitudes
and meaningless platform promises,
men who know that it is of secondary
importance which particular individual
is President, but that fixed, well de-
fined, broad policies of government,
firmly followed and consistently and
honestly enforced, are what, above all
things, are needed for our country.

CASTNER BROWDER.
m

Reserve Officers' Training
Best Army Policy, Is View

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: This country should adopt for

its future safety not universal militarytraining, but instead the training of an
adequate number of officers for re-
serve.
The strength showed by Germany inthe World War was due not to itspreviously trained soldiers, but to itspreviously trained officers. The lackof a sufficient number of trained offi-

ccrs was the weakness of the Allies.Several years are required to trainthoroughly an officer. Several monthswill suffice for a soldier.
The high education that necessarilymust go with this training would faroutweigh the disadvantages of beingin reserve. p. jj_Palisade, N. J.

Life insurance Tax
Classed as Unjust

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Our government permits

deductions from income and inheri¬
tance taxes for contributions to
organized charities operated for re¬

ligious, charitable, scientific or edu¬
cational purposes, or for the pre¬
vention of cruelty to children or

animals; but imposes a tax on pre¬
miums paid for life insurance or

the proceeds of life policies.
Of all public welfare, life insur¬

ance is the. greatest. It is the
almoner of widows and the pro¬
tector of orphans.
The Republican party pledges it¬

self to amend the income and in¬
heritance tax laws so that all money
paid to or paid by life insurance
companies will be forever exempt
from taxation. P. W. COOK.

91 William Street, Xcw York City.

Good, to Triumph,
Must Be Militant

Evil Must Be Attatked
With Weapons o£ Right,
He Says, to Crush 'Reds'

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The proposed sedition bill has

aroused so much national comment
that the Republican party must take
some definite stand on the matter of
suppressing seditious literature. This
republican form of government is en¬

tirely .dépendent oír the constant bal-
anee of social and individual rights.
Every man possesses th_ .individual
right of free speech, but when this
right interferes with our social right
to domestic tranquillity it must be
limited.
No man should have the right to

advocate the overthrow of this gov¬
ernment by force and be able to do it
with impunity. The American people
have judged against anarchism avid
Bolshevism, and in this republic the
wHl of the majority must Vie upheld.
America is very particular as to just

what immigrants are allowed to enter
this country. Yet no provision is made
to prevent these aliens from becoming
such characters as would have been de¬
barred in the first place. The govern¬
ment must prevent the ignorant immi¬
grant from being infected with tho
insidious "red" disease. If we paralyze
r.he arm waving the red flag the. flag
must fall. America owes it to her own

people and the immigrants to suppress
this propaganda.

History is a representation of strife
between good and evil. The. good al¬
ways has been triumphant, but it has
had to be militant. Evil must be fought
with its own weapons. We cannot
smilingly say "right will triumph." The
right has never won out when it. sat
passively by and watched. Our insti¬
tutions have been attached. The Re¬
publican party can satisfy the people
of America by accepting the challenge.

Princeton University. H. H. S.
-.-

True American Defined
Must Vibrate Wit!» Liberty for

Self and Neighbors
Tothc Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: To be an American is not to hc-
long to a race of people but to a polit¬
ical deal. Blood has nothing to do
with being an American. There are 100
per cent Germans born in America, and
there are many Irishmen born under
the Stars and Stripes. There are Amer¬
icans born all over the world but do not
know it until they come to America
and get the opportunity of self expres-sion and enjoy the benefits of what
America stands for.

It is possible for a full blooded for-
eigner to bu a 100 per cent American,
and for an American born to be a 100
per cent foreigner. Why? Because
Americanism is not born or created in
the blood, but in the heart. And the
heart of man is the man.
Now then, what is an American? An

American is a person whose heart and
soul vibrate with liberty for himself
and his fellow man.

LOUIS LENGYET,.
27 Cedar Street, Saranac Lake, N. Y.
.-.-

Permanant Tariff Board
Urged as Principle of Partv

'To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The Republican party should

make the following declaration of
principles, and should pledge their
enactment into law when placed in
power:
The creation of a permanent tariff

commission.
The election of the President andUnited States Senators by direct vote.A six-year term of office for Presi¬dent, and only one term.
Uniform marriage and divorce laws

LESLIE DUN KIN.
714 West Jackson Street, Kokomo,Ind.

A Way to Curb Profiteers
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: President Hadley of Yale Uni¬
versity says: "Managers of industrial
enterprises (meaning the profit takers)should state in advance the rate of
compensation with which they will con¬
tent themselves." To require them todo this would stop profiteering

LOWE SHEARON.
174 Chambers Street, ÎJew York.

Would Abolish
Electoral College
As Undemocratic

Declared «Ancient Relic
and Unnecessary Repe-

, tition of Registering
Choice of the People

To the'Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: I advocate the abolishment of

the Electoral College. It is not demo¬
cratic, for, while its intention is to
carry out the wishes of the voters,
there is far too wide a latitude for in-
justice, cither intentional or inherent,
in such an antiquated system.
There are two perfectly simple but

clear and convincing reasons why the
Electoral College should be interred:

1. If its sole purpose for existence
is, ns claimed and admitted, to confirm
the voles of the people, then it is an

absolutely useless and unnecessary
repetition of that verdict, already ex-1
pressed at the polls.

2. If it does not reflect the opinion
of the,people, then, indeed, it is a dan¬
gerous and unworthy instrument, fully
deserving to be repudiated as contra- j
dictory to the results of the election
and subversive of true justice.
Either argument is conclusive. There

was a time, when the states were few
and in a restricted area, when the Elec-
toral College was advisable. But. to-
day, with many more states and such!
ah extent of territory, there is too
much opportunity for miscarriage of
the people's choice.
To oiiote a few instances where the

vote in the college wag disproportion¬
ate to the vote at the polls: In 1912
Taft received more than 3,000,000 votes,
yet he carried only one state. In 191(1,
had Wilson lost California, he would i
bave lost the election by two votes,1
despite th« fact he bad a plurality of!
about 500,000 over Hughes. Also, the
Hayes-Tilden fiasco of 1872 would not:
have occurred, with its reversal of the
election result. It is in accordance!
with the spirit of the times that such
an obsolete relic as the Electoral Col¬
lege should be abolished.

WILLIAM S. SCHAEFER.

Open Door Needed
In Labor Crisis

Shortage .Attributed to

Defects in Methods of
Admitting Foreigners

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: There is a great cry of labor

shortage. Why not open the gates.and
let labor come in? Authorities claim
that the war has shut off '1,000,000 im¬
migrants. It is, from that class tha*
our steelworkers, ironworkers and coal
minera arc drawn. The number of for¬
eign-born workmen in these and allied
industries is said to range from 50 to
72 per cent of the total working force.
Alter the recent storm it was almost

impossible to get men to clear the
highways. Why? Because« this work
was all done by foreigners, and for¬
eigners are growing scarcer every day.To put all the blame for the present
"unrest" on the foreign element is un-
just. Foreign brawn and foreign brain
have ¿both contributed to the growth
of this country.
As for radicalism and revolutionaryactivities, a close study of the subjectwill reveal that the real leaders as a

rule are native Americans. Therefore,
ye leaders of the Republican party, re-
vise the immigration laws; adopt a
policy that will encourage the kind of
immigration adapted to our needs.
The foreigner was good enough to

fight beside the American soldier. He
is good enough to work with him.

JULIUS'REICH.
121 Vermilyea Avenue, New York

City.

Federal Bureau
To Train Aliens
Is Suggestion

Widespread Campaign in
Americanism Proposed
to Give Foreign - Born
Right View of Patriotism

Let Them Co-operate
State, County and Civic

Aid Urged to Make
System a Big Success

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Inculcating patriotism, and that

is the great, living theme of American¬
ization, is largely a spiritual process;
a fact universally recognized in the
earlier and purer days of the Republic.

In the old days immigrants were

readily assimilated into American
thought and institutions. To-day too
many of our foreign-born residents
arc prone to think of themselves as

isolated national groups and to live ac¬

cordingly.
Compulsory education is a good

working basis. Restricting illiteracy
is merely a preliminary stage for the
consummation of Americanization.
Knowledge, that is to «ay, mere head
learning, is merely the tool of the
spirit that handles it. Americaniza¬
tion work should be both educational
and inspirational.
Let us bring to bear on our alien pop¬

ulation those influences which make
for four-square Americanism. They
must bo made to realize, to feel that
we are actuated by the principle of
helping them to help themselves. The
government should in every possible
way inspire and stimulate state,
county and civic activities in this great,
beneficent work. It would be perfectly
practicable to establish and maintain
under Federal authority a propaganda
bureau for the express purpose of
spreading the gospel of Americanism.
As a practical help in reaching our

alien people we should enlist tha sym¬
pathetic cooperation of organizations
formed of the foreign-born citizens.

FRANK ELLIS BEBOUT.
544 North Tenth Street, Philadelphia.

Impartial Justice
Needed in America
Enforcement of Present
Laivs Urged to Rout
Discontent of People

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: What the people of the United

States should distinctly apprehend is
the true inwardness of the popular
catch word of to-day, "Americanism."
Is "Americanism" the theory or the
practice of our system of government?
The former is directly antagonistic to
the latter. At an unlimited expendi¬
ture of lives and resources, we have
been speeding the splendid hope of
democracy for foreign peoples.

At, the same time we are presenting
at home the sorry spectacle of neg¬lecting to take even initial steps to
put democracy into our national life.
Our citizens, as a rule, are given
neither equality before the law nor
equality of opportunity, economic or
industrial.
There are sections of the countrywhere the primary lessons about the

rights of man never have been mas¬
tered; where the sanctity of law is
disregarded; where property, libertyand life are held at a discount.
The political party controlling the

affairs of the nation should see to it
that existing laws are enforced justlyand impartially.
The revolution in ideals and senti¬

ments, coincident with the latest and
most ruthless of wars is still in prog¬
ress. In the universal settlement for
a world's peace, equal, exact, impar¬tial justice must be maintained. Other¬
wise the spirit of dissatisfaction and
resentment now already kindled never
will be quenched while a shadow of
cause exists for its activity. The
final outcome of such spirit is the de¬
moralization of the people, the disinte¬
gration of the Republic.

MARITCHA R. LYONS.
545 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn.
-9-.

Debt to Our Soldiers
Government Schools to Train

War Heroes Advocated
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: To all those men who returned
from the war disabled the nation owes
a debt of gratitude. It is of impor¬
tance that the Republican party include
in its platform its promise to fulfill
this obligation. Wc can do this best
by offering to them the opportunities
of the best vocational training avail¬
able.
As much of this training as possibleshould be offered by the government in

special schools to develop these men
particularly in those occupations for
which they can be fitted. Added to
'his should be government scholarships.
A wise and liberal policy in this re¬
gard will do much to assist these men
and act as an expression of public ap¬
preciation. A. M. B.

Fair-Minded Altruism Given as Cure
For Problems of Capital and Labor

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The labor problem is so peculiar in its nature that it never canbe solved by mere statute. No legislative enactment can compel involuntaryservitude; that would be/Unconstitutional. In fact, no contract that'aimsto control the actions of, say, a million workers can be enforced; that isjj impracticable, and all our legal machinery would be far from equal tothe task.
The real key to the situation lies in the development of an unselfish,honorable attitude on the part of each individual concerned. Earnest de¬sire to live up to the ethics of industry will build up a code that will be

more sacred than any written law. The grasping spirit of the capitalistmust likewise be replaced by fair-minded altruism.All this may have a Utopian sound, and it actually is a difficult stateof affairs to bring about. Improvements in our educational system will goa good way toward effecting an intelligent understanding of social duty.If the rational teachings Of public schools can be made to supplant theinfluming harangues of trouble-brewing agitators, economic issues willundergo a valuable clarification.
As an essential background for the new realization we must, to besure, retain the best of the present-day organs of wage regulation. Col¬lective, reasonable bargaining.not bickering.should be the means of es¬tablishing valid wage contracts; Federal industrial courts, composed ofdisinterested judges of unassailable integrity, should settle all disputes.Strikes should be regarded as "the gun behind the door," and only the mostexceptional circumstances should %varrant their execution.Above all. a sympathetic recognition of the needs and viewpoint of "theother fellow," a willingness to modify one's own opiniops to meet himhalf way and a good deal of consideration for the suffering public will helpestablish industrial peace. J. W. FRIEDMAN.26 New York Avenu-*. Brooklvn. N. Y.

Survey of 4,086 Planks
The following is a record by issues of the' planks submitted in

the nine weeks of The Tribune's Republican Platform Contest, ar¬

ranged according to votes cast for each issue:

1. Foreign relations. 397
2. Americanization . 375
3. Labor and capital. 373
4. Army and navy prob¬

lems . 252
5. Constitutional rights.... 251
6. Bolshevism . 230
7. Cost of living. 222
8. Education . 164
9. Social legislation. 132

10. Free speech. 128
11. Mexican question. 121
12. Conservation of national

resources . 118
13,. The woman voter. 112
14. Immigration . 112

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

Taxation . Ill
Administration reforms. 105
Tariff . 103
Prohibition . 101
Government control of
industry. 98
Aid for soldiers. .asj.jaa 93
The railroads. 92
Budget. 87
Merchant marine». 83
National economy. 77
National finance. 67
Island possessions. 41
Agriculture. 41

Total.4,086

Some Suggested Planks
Among the mass of suggestions for planks in the Republican

platform are the following:
"He Kept Us in the War"

The remnant of the Demo¬
cratic party that is scheduled to meet
in San Francisco should renominato
Wilson and adopt a platform as fol¬
lows: "He kept us in the war.".
Shades o' Jefferson. *,

Relations with Mexico
We deplore the vacillation and

weakness shown by the present Ad-
ministrlation in dealing with the
problems which huve arisen by rea¬
son of the chaotic conditions in Mex¬
ico. We pledge to our citiaens re¬
siding in that country protection for
life and property, and to me Mexican
people our aid in restoring law and
order..II. G. Chase.

Gold Standard for Business
The Republican party stands now

as always for the highest standardof national and commercial honesty.We believe, therefore, in the goldstandard and not in a domestic dol¬
lar, with which our domestic busi¬
ness man can do only 50 cents worthof business, while reserving a golddollar for foreign use, with whichforeigners can do 100 cents worthof business..E. S. B. sr., Brooklyn.

Protection Asked for All
The policy of this governmenttoward other nations on this con¬tinent will be based on friendshipand firmness. The life and propertyof the least of its citizens must beconsidered to be coexistent with itsnational honor and shall be pro¬tected .with every resource at itscommand..E. P. S.

To Enforce Prohibition.
Realizing that the national prohibi¬tion law has worked a wonderfulchange for good in our nation, wepledge ourselves to the honest andimpartial enforcement of this law..George Lyman Banks, Grovcland.Calif.

Make Idle Citizens Work
Speculation is at war with pro¬duction, but it cannot survive maxi¬

mum output. War conscription savedour nation. Peace conscription will
save our ration. Therefore we pledgeourselves unreservedly, by legisla¬tion and appointment, and throughconscription of idle citizens and ac¬quirement of idle land, to create themachinery necessary to provide a sur¬plus over storage capacity so thatthe flow of necessaries between pro¬ducer and consumer never shall beinterrupted by speculators, and theircost plus legitimate transportationand a fair, fixed profit shall be re-stored to a normal basid..E.- B., NewYork.

A Plan to Lower Prices
Resolved, to bring about a de¬

crease in the present cost of living;this without extreme reduction in the
present wage standard, gaining there-

Peaceful Solution
Of the Nations Ills

Is Basis of Appeal
To the Editor of The Tribune.Sir: The American people havepassed through many critical periods,because the idea of free self-govern¬ment always has been strong enoughto bring together a majority in whomfaith in a republican form of govern-ment was such that nothing could shakeit. The Republican party was born atone of the most critical times in ourlife.
We believe the time is at hand whenwe should again take the initiative inbringing together those of our peoplewho are determined that political andeconomic peace shall prevail every¬where. We are confident that the loveof country 'chat prompted so many ofthem to respond to our call in 1860 isnot dead, and believing that by ourunited effort we can again do the causeof liberty and progress a real service,we ask all good citizens to join us in

a peaceful solution of the problemsthat confront us to-day.
FRED N. PARKS.Norwich, N. Y.

Fourteen Planks Outlined
In This Coneise Platform

To the Editor of The Tribune.Sir: I submit this platform for theRepublican party:The Republican party will jail knownprofiteers in the necessaries of life.Establish national budget system.Ratify peace treaty with Lodge res¬ervations.
Establish an industrial relations jcourt.
Provide strict immigration. jExtend the Federal good roads sys-tern.
Provide greater financial aid in public |school education.
Refrain from mixing in purely Eu-j ropean and Asiatic politics.Enforce strict interpretation of theMonroe Doctrine.
Conserve natural resources.Support compulsory military train-j ing*Bring America back to the Consti¬tution.
Oppose nationalization of public utili¬ties.
Make everybody 100 per cent Ameri¬can by making good this platform.PAUL T. ROBARTS.
*E Pluribus Umim' as PlankTo the Editor of The Tribune.Sir: Having passed the sixty mark,William Jennings Bryan now advo¬cates as a political issue . a singlemoral standard. In his youthful dayshe wanted sixteen to one. I respect¬fully submit a3 a plank in the Re¬publican party's platform. E Pluri-bus Unum.|. .GEORGE II. CROOKSTON.

by practical immunity from labor
troubles and the spread of radical
propaganda. To bring through the
agency of supply and demand a de-
flation of currency to a semblance of
normality, eliminating by proper
legislation the present system of
profiteering, thus to bring into closer
contact the working class and those
who are the source of their incomes,
thereby insuring a balance of equity
tending to the future hearty support
of the Republican party by the peo¬
ple..Jack Ruggles, 511 West Fourth
Street, Jamestown, N. Y.

"Laborer Worthy of Hire"
"The laborer is worthy of his hire."

We, therefore, recommend that em¬
ployers do compensate honest and
efficient toil with a justly generous
wage. There should be additional re¬
ward or bonus for extra quality of
service or quantity of production.
The employee should get assistance
when practicable to acquire an inter-
est in the business by installment
purchase of corporate stock. We
further recommend that 'labor' de¬
mand of their leaders that the unions
incorporate under the law, whereby
they will become responsible con-
tractual parties. Thus will mutual
interest and mutual respect be pro-
moted for capital and labor..L. W.
H., Brooklyn.

Declare for Suffrage
Realizing that in the states where
women are allowed to vote their
ballots and influence are always cast
for men and measures tending to the
betterment of our nation, we unhes¬
itatingly declare ourselves in favor
of universal woman suffrage..George
Lyman Banks, Groveland, Calif.

Pledge for Price Inquiry
We hold that a scientific inquiry

into the high cost of living and un¬
just profiteering is a primary neces¬
sity of the greatest magnitude, and
this work shall be done, by a commis-
sion of the most highly skilled
efficiency and economic experts lin
the country. Practical measures
shall be taken to destroy this nui-
sanee at its source..Howard W.
Roper, 253 Juneau Avenue, Milwau¬
kee.

Secretary of Education Needed
Education is the mother of demo¬

cratic government. Democratic gov¬
ernment is the life and immortalityof civilization. The perfection of
democratic government enjoins sound
national educational policies. Edu¬
cation is the author and finisher of
American nationality, the guarantor
of its national solidarity, the custo¬
dian of its ideals and sovereignty.Law and order are its fruits. The
country's conscience, the expressionof its best will and decision depend
upon education. The opinion of the
Republican party is that the Presi¬
dent's Cabinet ought to include a
Secretary of Education..P. S.

Just Recognition for
World War Veterans

Called Nation's Duty
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A definite stand must be taken
for benefits to be given to our ex-
service men. A similar stand was
taken by Republicans upon demand of
Civil War veterans under Harrison
(1888), as opposed to refusal of recog¬
nition of these demands by Cleveland.
Of a multitude of bills with this pur¬
pose in mind at least two stand out
prominently. The land grant prop-osition, while aiding ex-service men,would directly affect national wealth
by further development and utilizationof our present natural resources. An¬other very fair and popular bill is
awarding of a bonus, amount to be
proportional to length of service. Al¬
most universal support of such meas¬
ures would be insured.
A plank should definitely provide foruniversal military service. The con¬clusion of the great war does notterminate our policy of preparedness.

L. B. M.

Training for Those
Physically Handicaped

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: State and Federal aid for our

disabled men is one of the finest things
than can be done at the present time.
Seldom have we been more liberal in
various welfare drives. Seldom have
the disabled had such a good chance.
We have in the United States more

than 7,000,000 deaf or dumb men,
Women and children, to say nothing of
the sightless. Many of these disabled
persons are really far more intelligentthan those who are normal in physicalrespects. Should not they be givenspecial training so that they can bemade fit for all manner of competition?What would you think of a governmentthat took care of its horses, cows, dogs,chickens and even the elephants in the
zoo and at the same time does not offerreal training for handicapped men and
women who can be made economicallyindependent?

If you were unable to follow yourformer occupation through accidentwould you like to be told that you were"abnormal" and incompetent?Can we not give the deaf, themaimed or the blind a real show inlife? Do you not think the politicalparty that announced it was willing tohelp the disabled of the United Stateswould get the votes of those who reallywant to build up our great «country?B. YORKSTONE HOGG,Fort Pierce, Fla.

Legal Machine
Still Too Good
For ^aste Box

Constitution That Has Stoodthe Test So Long ShonldBe Repaired if It p^to function, He Holdg
Skilled Workers Needed
Only Men With Inti^Knowledge of PrincipleShould Attempt the Job
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: If I had a piece of complicatedmachinery, old, but still useful, ,.<¦ j
that machine seemed to be losing»»'thing of its efficiency, I doubt Ifwould lose faith in the machine it»«fRather wouid I question the f«! ¡ythe oil I was using, or per__-, jwould suspect that some one had t»per»«l with it.

If. however. I was forced to tdE;.that there was fomcthmg wrong *it_the machine. I would not submit it frepair» to any but the most skilledmechanic. I would wish to assure mv-self that he had intimate knowledge '*.
the principles of mechanics and thathe had respect for that which wasproved.
Let us drop the figure of speech. !:is not mine. I think apologies are duethe Constitution, for it is not g nur.made machine. This Constit-ui.» Uthe crystallization of political pri*u*,pies, forming through many yearsWith but few exceptions, the vario.-'sections of the Constitution recordonly the experience of the past his not a spontaneous outgrowth of Wiedays following the Revolution. It i»an evolution. This is why we rever¬ence it.
Now. if the framers of the Constitu¬tion did not create it, still less did««of the present generation. We in-herited it. It is ours to use. But it itheld by us n entail.
New time.-, new conditions? Ye«But there are certain fundamenta1the principles of mechanics and thatchanges in externals. Tr»:e it is thatthe Constitution itself provides .a

means of amendment. We should holdfast to that which we know to be good,even with some imperfections of de-tail, rather than embark upon a policyof change which might lead to radical¬ism and cost all.
To-day radicalism is rampant. OurConstitution is our security.

W. E. THOMAS.1G1 South Arlington Avenue, Ear.Orange, N.J.
-..

Man Who Knows the Job
Needed in While House

Partv Advised to Pick «Candidate
of Tested Ability in Ad-

ministrative Office
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Since the nania.g of the Re¬
publican nominee for President stands
out as the critical point in the com¬

ing campaign, a brief outline of in¬
structions will be necessary in guild-
ing the delegates toward the ultimate
choice:

1. Consider the man and r.ot the
name.

_". Consider his past achievements
in administrative capacities.

3. Consider his attitude toward our
present relations with all foreign na¬
tions.

»1. Consider his Americanism.
5. Nominate the man who can shoul¬

der the many burdens that might
otherwise overwhelm hi:n and leave
him open to the same ridicule nov
universally fe'.t toward the inctin-
bent. J. Ii. FARLEY.

Bridgeport, Conn.
-a ¦¦

Candidates I rged to Give
Voters Line on Polio«

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The average voter is sick of In*

competency and untrustwortbine.- >-
the public servants

(Hut the people will not be sstishfd
merely to support candidat« ^"Otn
thev believe to be honest, feariess and
brilliant. Thev will insist on ******
just how those candidates view the biK
issues of the hour, those issues that
occupy the thought of every intelligent
voter.

... , .

of only one construction. Into that
platform it should incorporate it» "»«-

iest ideals. With those ideals those «J
whom the. party pledges it» --PP»r'
should stand or fall. Victory witn-
out them would be valueless.
Mount Vernon, N. Y. F. H. *.

Conditions of the
Platform Contert

The Tribune invite, y*- *. 1ffiu
planks for a Republican plat-or»
and to write letters about »1»»
proposed by other reader» thro-fl1
its columns.
For the best planks and lett»

The Tribune offers the»* pri«»:
For the best plank........ ****
Por the second best plank. » ***W
Foe each of the eight nest

best plank» .x,Mi
For the best letter a daltf

prize of . ***
For the best letter la the
whole competition . *****

The Tribune will make up » P*»|*
form of ten planks to be d-terrmo*
by your votes. The ten issues re¬

ceiving the most vote» will _.*
plank». The ten plank» that D»

express the chosen issue» wi"
»elected for tne prisa awtjrdl-
Each plank U limited to 100 «<**.

Of two planks or letter» ot *Vt
.merit the shorter ««rill be cho»»

Every plank and Utter mart .**

the name and address of the .«<.«.
although a nom de plume wül **

published if the writer desires-
The contest will close at ¦**££

April 30, 1920. Manuscripts will B«
be returned.
The judges of the conte»t wiUjjthree of The Tribune's editors. TWT

will baso their decision» on -«**.
thinking tsnd brevity. «le»rne» ««*

strength of átateme!.t.


